
Townsend : A Key Responder to Hurricane Katrina (August 2005) 

When Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf Coast on August 29, 2005 the 
devastation across southern Louisiana and Mississippi was beyond 
comprehension. It was obvious from the start that restoration efforts would take 
months. Katrina would scar the area for years.  

Among the first responders to enter the stricken area were crews from 
companies such as The Townsend Corporation. Townsend quickly began 
clearing away damaged and downed trees. Crews also went about the massive 
task of restoring fallen power lines. Over 700 representatives from Townsend 
Tree Service and NG Gilbert (the company’s electrical construction division) went 
to work almost immediately after the storm had passed. The companies provided 
critical services to help clean up the aftermath, and the repairs helped numerous 
communities get back on their feet.  

Crews from the company spent two months working non-stop in communities 
from Gulfport, Mississippi to New Orleans in Louisiana. Their work also focused 
on areas where the eye of the storm hit. Townsend crews were some of the first 
responders to arrive in many of the areas affected by the storm. They were a 
relief for many residents. Utility companies that benefited from Townsend’s 
assistance included Entergy, Mississippi Power and several electric cooperatives 
in the two-state area.  

 


